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Abstract

The Relation between Balhae and T ang

Kim_ Jong-bok

Treaties are being lately published as the result of so called ‘Research
Program on Northeast Asia’ that was performed from 2002 to 2007,
Bohaiguoshi (TihiEE S ) which consists of more 600 pages is the largest
one till now amongst general history books on Balhae which have been
printed in Chinese,

This volume has the same perspective with the established historical
book, Bohdishikdo (")), in basic understanding that Balhae was
the local regime of which ruling class is Sokmalmalgal (3K ##4) in T'ang
period, it shows sometimes different aspect with Bohdishikdo though,
Instead it is not only writing its contents with rich historical records, but
also widely referring to the academic works in China, South and North
Korea, Japan, and Russia, It is the newest one at this point of time,

The topic of this joint research is to examine new historical research trend
about Balhae in China these days, largely stressing on Bohdishikdo, The
present writer is charged with the task about the relation between Balhae
and T’ang, Bohdishikdo claims that Balhae was a virtual Chinese vassal
state, not a nominal one which was invested and controlled by T'ang in its
detailed contents, The writers of this volumed already published Béohdishikdo
20 years ago, Being compared with Bohdishikdo, this volume highly
emphasizes that Balhae was subordinate to T'ang,

It is natural that historical works has been performed in China as present
Chinese territory covers the part of past Balhae area, Also China cannot but
include the history of Balhae in her own historical system as far as China

declares that she is the unified multiracial nation, Chinese perspective on

Chinese Research on the International Relations History of Balhae



history of Balhae could be understood in terms of her present political
situation, However, the historical conflict occurs because her historical
attitude assume the aspect that denies Korean historical perspective and its
writing system, which has recognized Balhae history in its own historical
development, Meanwhile, it can be thought that the historical conflict is just
academic controversy.

Moreover, more serious problem is that Chinese perspective on Balhae
history exclude independent aspect of Parhe history and distorts the facts by
claiming that Balhae was the local regime in T'ang dynasty, As Chinese
perspective thinks that T'ang played a leading role for Balhae history, not by
Balhae itself, According to that, history of Balhae cannot but be thought
that it was developed by T'ang or her political influence on Balhae not by
Balhae, This perspective is too serious historical and academic distort,
Chinese perspective on Balhae history which does not correspond to real
historical fact is still powerful in China  Furthermore, it is being
strengthened with the work ‘Research Program on Northeast Asia’,

Interpretation of history must begin from objective validity of past, The
interpretation doesn't have reality is no more than the kind of agitation of
propaganda, Bohdiguoshi says strongly that it has researched the Balhae
history realistically, At this point, this writer tried to examine concretely

objective evidence and interpretation of fact in Bohdiguoshi,
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tion, local regime in T'ang dynasty
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A study on the relations between P’ing-lu Army and Balhae

Cheong Byung-jun

According to Chinese scholars’s insistence, Balhae was one of Gimibuju
(FEEEF ) in T'ang (J#) and was controled by P’ing lu Military Governor
as its superior official, Their insistence earlier had brought up but recently
have focussed on not ostensible but real relation between two countries, That
is to say, in view of the only simply ostensible evidences, it is difficult to
explain relationship of two nations as a dominant-subordinate relationship,
But on the ground of Bohdiguoshi (T ;), Chinese Scholars presented
8 historical reasons for argument as follows; P’ing lu Military Governor
issued visitor's pass to enter T'ang; he escorted diplomatic envoy to enter
T’ang; Dang demanded military aid from Balhae (in literature recorded
conscription), Nevertheless, On closely looking at these historical
circumstance one by one_ all this is no more than exaggeration of the
ostensible relation, So to speak there is no evidence whatsoever Balhae was
under Tlang’s real rule, Therefore in order to understand relationship
between two countries, it needs to distinguish The ostensible relation from

the real relation as another shoes,

KEY WORDS

P’ing—lu Province (FEE), Balhae (%), T'ang Superintendent of Silla—
Balhae Affairs (¥#ifE#iEmE(E)
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The relationship between Balhae and Nomadic tribes

Kwen  Eun-ju

Especially, the researches about relationship of Balhae () and Kitan (3Z+})
are mostly focused on three topics in the trends of the academic research for
the relationship of Balhae and the nomadic tribes of China.

The first topic is about the relationship between the revolt of Lee Jin-
chong (4= i) and the founding of Balhae. It is that the founding of Balhae
is the result of positive activity to T'ang () of the wandering people of
Goguryeo and the malgal or not. The second is that the relation of Balhae
and Kitan after the founding of Balhae was friendly or not. And if it was
hostile to each other, to understand when and why it was done. The third is
the relationship between Balhae and Kitan in the reason and process of fall
of Balhae.

In addition, the research of the relationship with Turks (Z€}iX) is centered
around the political subordination, and the research of the relation with
Uigurs (|nfZ) is concentrated in the economic and cultural exchanges. In
particular, the explanation about the relationship with Uigurs is based on the
culture of the style of Turks, and the style of Sogd is recognized as leading
part of the culture exchange. The relationship with Heuksoo-Malgal (F&7K
§iKH) is concentrated in the period and condition of subjection of it. But the
research of the relationship with Silyu (Z5%¢) is little.

The researches of Balhae at Chinese academia recently have some
problems. The first is a shortage of research about the relationship of Balhae
and nomadic tribes itself. We need the accumulation of the research about
the relationship of Balhae and nomadic tribes, because the founding and fall
of Balhae developed from continuous interaction. The second is about
unequal distribution of the theme. It also is related that the research about

the relationship of Balhae and nomadic tribes was not sufficient. For this
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reason, We need to diversity of the research subject. The third is a matter of
cognition. Essentially, the lack of research about the relationship of Balhae
and nomadic tribes is due to a perspective that Balhae is not main agent but
the object at the diplomatic relations. Because it is the cognition that the
diplomatic relations except for T'ang is not important. But the bilateral
relations need to consider the relation with own interest and direct subjects
of the diplomatic relations. That is the reason why the relation with T’ang
must have interpreted a secondary cause.

These are not the problems in the Chinese academia. The lack of
research and concern about the relationship of Balhae and nomadic tribes is
a common phenomenon in the academic world of Korea, China, and Japan.
To understand the international relations of Balhae that developed
complicatedly, I am concerned to vitalize the research of the each nation

about the history of international relations with the Northern nomadic tribes.

KEY WORDS

Balhae (#i%8), Nomadic tribes, Kitan (£24}), Turks (), Uigurs ([@#z),
Heuksoo—Malgal (£k ##8), Silyu (E£)
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A study on the relations between Balhae and Silla

Yun, Jae-woon

This study has an aim to dispute the claim of Chinese academic circle
that the relations between Balhae and Silla is conflict, Chinese academic
circle argue about relations between Balhae and Silla is as follows,

First is Balhae was not independent, Second is relations between Balhae
and Silla has long conflict and competition, Third is people of two countries
is different, Four is the rulership of Balhae as a provincial government of
T'ang Dynasty, on the other side Silla as a foreign country, Five is argument
of southern and northern country as a mistake,

But, even if we acknowledge the influence of the T'ang Dynasty over
East Asia the investiture relationship at the time should be understood as a
diplomatic formality in connection with the approval of royal successions,
not as an act of governing provincial regimes of the T’ang Dynasty.

Also, a tributary relationship is widely regarded as a type of official trade
between the dynasties, According to the New History of the T'ang Dynasty,
Balhae always used its ‘own era names and ‘freely offered” posthumous titles
to deceased kings without T'ang’s approval  Furthermore, the epitaph
uncovered from the tomb of Princess Jeonghyo, the fourth daughter of third
king Mun revealed that Balhae called itself an empire like China and its
king was addressed as the ‘emperor’, In fact, Balhae was so independent as
to launch an attack on T'ang in A D, 732 to prevent contacts between T’ang
and the ‘Heuksu Malgal’ tribe under its control,

It should be acknowledged that Balhae succeeded Koguryo, because the
state of Balhae was founded in the former territory of Koguryo and its
population mostly consisted of Koguryo people, even though a number of
Koguryo people had been forcibly relocated to other areas following the
downfall of Koguryo in 668 In other words, the argument that the Malgals
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suddenly filled the old Koguryo territory lacks credibility.

However Balhae and Silla, despite of their long conflict and competition,
seemed to have a sort of brethren feeling and communal consciousness each
other, due to the homogeneity of blood, It would be in this respect that we
can find what the history of Balhae or the period of southern and northern

country for Korean history in general means,

KEY WORDS

a provincial government of T'ang Dynasty, the History of Balhae state,
the period of southern and northern country, a Road to Silla(##&&)

The Relationship between Balhae and Japan

Park =~ Jin-suk

This study critically reviewed Chinese researchers’ opinions on Balhae’s
diplomatic relationship with Japan based on ‘The Relationship between
Balhae and Japan® in Béhdigudoshi (TiEikEE 5 ;). With few historical records
left by Balhae, articles on diplomacy between the two countries left in Japan
are highly valuable as historical materials as they show an aspect of what
Balhae pursued against foreign countries and what diplomatic policies it
adopted for the goal, However, Bohdigudshi has a limitation in that it gave
a meaning to diplomacy against Balhae from the viewpoint of Japan rather
than understanding Balhae’s diplomacy against Japan thoroughly based on
historical materials,

Balhae maintained an equal diplomatic relationship with Japan different
from its subordinate relationship with the T’ang Dynasty, The sporadic

expressions suggesting the superiority of Japan in historical records are
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believed to be Japan’s one-sided hope, but they cannot escape from the
criticism that they oversimplified the nature of Balhae’s diplomacy against
Japan, In this sense, rather than understanding many diplomatic articles in
Japanese historical materials superficially in consideration of Balhae’s
relationship with T’ang, we need to discuss in depth what diplomatic attitude
Balhae assumed against Japan and what direction the diplomatic relationship
developed in, and based on the discussion, we should maintain objectivity
in understanding the relationship and overcome the traditional view that
Balhae was in a subordinate relationship with Tang as evidenced by the

tributary-appointment relationship,

KEY WORDS

‘The Relationship between Balhae and Japan’, Bohaiguoshi(Gi;BEE),
diplomatic policies, subordinate relationship, T'ang

The foreign relations of the nations by Balhae refugees

Lee, Hyo-hyeong

This study is focused on the foreign relations of the nation which was
reconstucted by Balhae refugees, The history of Balhae refugees cannot be
belittled that it is related not only to the falling period of its history, but also
to the fact of what nation Balhae succeeds to, In this point of view, The
study on Balhae refugees has such great extent of meaning,

The first nation that has studied the history of Balhae refugees was
Japan, Korea also has accumulated some degrees of study on the history of
Balhae refugees as it has some influences from Japan, China and North

Korea have the same characteristic in studying the history of Balhae
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refugees as they hardly refer to the earlier studies of Japan and Korea,

The foreign relationships of Balhae refugees is so detailed that few
specific studies are found on this subject, This rareness of studies on the
foreign relationships of Balhae refugees is very contrasting to the studies on
the foreign relationships of Balhae in the period of its destruction, The
foreign relations of the reconstructed Balhae nation that was mostly built by
the Balhae refugees is performed in a very complicated way as it was
interconnected with the East Asian political situations at that time, While
Chinese historians' community paid main attention on the foreign relations
of the reconstructed Balhae with such nation in China as Sung Dynasty,
Korea viewed the relations with Corea as the main foreign relations of the
reconstructed Balhae and Japan_ in particular, had a wider view of the
foreign relations of the reconstructed Balhae in East Asia,

As mentioned above, the history of Balhae refugees is the subject of what
nation it succeeds to, This is why each nation in East Asia considers this
problem as important, Though each nation is in the progress of studying on
the reconstructed Balhae, some of unresolved difficult problems are in their
ways, This is because there are few written documents, The problems that
lie before us are as follows.

The reality of, what is often called, Post-Balhae should be more clearly
revealed, Furthermore, if Post-Balhae really existed, the relationship
between Olya (OsaKuk) and Post-Balhae should be revealed, If this subject
could not be resolved, the history of Balhae could be definitely explained
during the time of Heungryo and Great Balhae but the history of Balhae
refugees after that period of 100 years could not be explained clearly. The
settlement of this problem could be of great importance in the light of
solving the foreign relationship between Tongran—kuk and Balhae refugee
nation,

The tasks mentioned above could be resolved gradually as the academic

ties among East Asian countries are strengthened and sustained, The study
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of Balhae refugees in Korea needs to be searched in a new way after the

above problem are studied,

KEY WORDS

Balhae Descendents, East—Qidan, Olya, Jungankuk, Heungryo, Great
Balhae
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