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The significance of including narration of victims' stories haven been noted in
both the study of History and Heritage. Historians pointed out the flaws of teaching
history only based on perpetrator actions. Much more attention should be paid to the
victims and to keep more nuances in navigating the different telling of the past — the
multiple pasts. Likewise, arising in Heritage Studies is an increasing recognition of
interpreting heritage in a way that allows form room to contest hegemonic constructs
and articulates the need for justice. Presenting heritage to make conflict visible rather
than homogenizing the past are seen as more critical and innovative if it can be done
in a constructive way rather than as weaponizing the past. Without making past
conflicts visible, then, will make the discourse of “peace” void and abstract, which is
unfortunately what it is in the presentation of world heritage in light of UNESCO’s
mandate for peace. Despite having a list of heritage sites as representative of the most
tragic events of human history (including both Auschwitz Birkenau, German Nazi
Concentration and Extermination Camp and Hiroshima Peace Memorial, among
others), the gesture and statement of paving way for peace have been mostly delivered
by avoiding/addressing conflicts. It should be clear enough by now that human history
is very much about competition, negotiation and confrontation and we have not done

enough to learn lessons from the past.



If we really want to talk about peace building then we need to talk about peace
building by whom and for what. Peace building, if remaining in diplomatic context,
seems to remain always vague and superficial in East Asia. Survivor testimonies
and the presence of survivor memories and passages can play an important role in
constructing a more victim-centered narrative but we also need to ensure enough
room for accommodating diversity and differences. For example, in accounting the
Holocaust, some historians are bringing attention to non-Jewish survivors of the
Holocaust (for example, see some first-person accounts by the homosexuals and the
disabled in A Mosaic of Victims: Non-Jews Persecuted and Murdered by the Nazis and
in Richard Plant’s work The Pink Triangle). In the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park,
the erection of the Memorial for Korean Victims is critical in reminding the world
that many Koreans were forced to come to Japan in search of work and therefore had
lost their lives along with Japanese victims in the tragic atomic bombing in Hiroshima.
Accommodating different narration and presentation next to the UNESCO World
heritage Hiroshima Peace Memorial (Genbaku) does not compromise but instead,
contribute to its outstanding universal values, revealing how the brutality of war

killing erased the historical border-crossings driven by imperial aggression.
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