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One Belt One Road And
China’s Search for Great
Rejuvenation

ZHENG Yongnian & LIU Bojian

East Asian Institute, National University of Singapore

' NqUS

Overview 99

1. Introduction

)

One Belt One Road and China: Still Low-Key Doctrine?

One Belt One Road and China’s status aspiration

L

One Belt One Road: China and the United States

i

Conclusive Remarks

6. Question & Answer
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Introduction

National Universi ty
of Singapore

Research Question:

RUSSIA

KAZAKHSTAN

Silk Road
Economic Belt

(1)What is the relationship between Ty
OBOR and China’s current grand
strategy?

(2)What are the implications of
OBOR to China'’s rise and new

TNDONESIA
Jakarta

21st-Century
Maritime Silk Road

globalization?

.

-
One Belt One Road and China: Still Low- %@ NUS
Key Doctrine?

1. What is China’s current grand strategy?
Deng Xiaoping Doctrine;

Going out initiative;

Xi Jinping: peaceful rise, national rejuvenation and multilateralism

2. What role does OBOR play in China’s rise?
Nation rebuilding in the Third World,
Mao‘s Theory of Three Worlds;
Common interests: development and modernization
New globalization




15

One
Belt One Road and China: Still L —

Key Doctrine?

3.
Is One Belt One Road a strategy?

China is sti W ower
till a emergi
I i e ging great power rather than the great p
Blunders n' Chinese propaganda: mi: ing “ |
e ’ scalling “Zhanlue ” into “strategy”’;
No strategic purpose; |
N v 7
onexclusive and transparent;
]

.
e
One Belt On
e Road and China: Sti
Key DOCtrine? hlnCI. Stlll Low- %@ NUS

(,hmd and the US.:A clash of techno
SING, @-
APORE _ he imﬁl}mgmn ﬂ@ ¢
1 g

pationalists
State,
S centerg ony, 8 trade fendy
g etiveen cp;
hina

olved, it won't satisfy the United States. What

iy Zheng ‘Yongnian
dominance it the

2% yot even if those issues are res
the dispute is really about is America’s fear of losing
the future. For China, itsa conviction that its national
Addressing this

technologies of
ot upgrade its economy-

jon will stall if it does 0




One Belt One Road and China’s status %@ NUS
aspiration?
1. What is status aspiration?

William C. Wohlforth
Key words:

Status in
World Politics

EDITED BY
£ 'T. V. Paul, Deborah Welch Larson,
" and William C. Wohlforth

self-esteem of states;

status aspiration and recognition;
temporal and social comparisons

2. What is China’s status aspiration?

Restoration narratives (China, Japan and
the U.S., etc.)

Humiliation and National rejuvenation

CAMBRIDGE

National Universi ity
of Singapore

One Belt One Road and China’s status é% NU

aspiration?

3. Relationship between OBOR and tributary system

Similarities: social process rather than unilateral campaign; China’s
status, earning respect through peaceful and reciprocal means

4. But OBOR does not necessarily amount to tributary system
Misunderstandings of tributary system and ancient Chinese suzerainty;
OBOR derived from Western demands of Chinese goods, rather than

Chinese emperors’ political efforts;

As officially claimed, China is only a initiator of OBOR, rather than a
leader.
Principles of “wide consultation (Gongshang, %), joint contribution

(Gongjian, ##) and shared benefits (Gongsxiang, ¥ =
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One Belt One Road: China and the United Q‘% NUS
States ’

1. Sino-US relations: Security or status dilemma?
Security and status: concept and analytical framework;
Status competition, misperceptions and reactions;

2. China and its position of reassuring the U.S.

OBOR mainly comprises infrastructure-focused FDIs and programs of
foreign aids (nonmilitary purposes);

Global propaganda of peaceful rise;

Keep opening and reforming;

nonalignment principle;

flexible multilateralism;

-
|
ERANUS

Conclusive Remarks %)

1. OBOR: Still following low-key doctrine

2. OBOR has objective impact on promoting China’s rising
status in global order

3. In general, China still has no intention of challenging the
U.S., although it is perceived so by the U.S.

4. China needs more assistance from states involved in OBOR
for assuring the U.S. of their peaceful and non-offense
motivation

5. OBOR can be a peaceful solution rather than a catalyst of
Thucydides Trap




Thank You Very Much

Question & Answer
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Understanding China’s BRI from Historical Tributary
System: Implications for India—China Relations

Abanti (Bhattacharya, Delhi Univ.)

Introduction

The objective of my presentation is to contextualize the Chinese Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) in a historical perspective and understand its implications for
India-China relations. Putting the BRI in a historical framework would help to
understand the historical underpinnings defining the current Chinese foreign policy
objectives and strategies. Further, it would help to measure the strategic intent and
purpose of the Chinese leadership’s formulation of the BRI, and thereby, help to
assess India’s response and understand the implications of BRI for India-China

relations.

By comparing the BRI with Chinese tributary system, this paper seeks to argue
that although BRI is essentially a security strategy aimed at addressing China’s
domestic and external vulnerabilities, it has evolved into a foreign policy strategy
supporting China’s great power ambitions that has indelible implications for Chinese
foreign policy, in general, and India-China relations, in particular. To prove this
argument, this paper would first explain the rationale, process and nature of the
BRI. Second, it would make a comparison between the BRI and historical tributary
system. Third, it would evaluate the BRI and understand the implications for
Chinese domestic and foreign policy. Fourth, it would look into the implications of

BRI for India-China relations and draw few inferences.

Understanding the BRI

It is a China-engineered connectivity project spread across the three continents of
Asia, Africa and Europe, which is essentially aimed at promoting Chinese grand
strategy. Clearly, it is more than an initiative, that the Chinese prefer to call. The

rationale behind the BRI suggests a clear grand strategy motivation of the Chinese



foreign policy. This grand strategy, underscored in the ‘March West’ policy, was
born out of the Chinese vulnerability arising out of the US ‘Rebalance to Asia’
strategy under President Barack Obama. As such, the Chinese conceptualization of
the BRI claimed the creation of an alternative win-win model to the US liberal
hegemonic model. This alternative model not only engendered an alternative
conception of power formation centred on China but also supported Xi Jinping’s
China Dream project based on regaining lost territory and lost centrality in global
politics and thereby, fulfilling the objective of great power status.

Arguably, the rationale of BRI is rooted in the Chinese psyche of vulnerability.
The source of this vulnerability is both internal and external. Internally, in the
post-Hu Jintao’s period, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) came to confront the
specter of loss of legitimacy owing to deep socio-economic inequality and corruption
as a result of deepening globalization. In fact, the Chinese leadership has realised
that economic prosperity is no longer a guarantee for party legitimacy in the present
phase of globalization, and therefore, a new model of economic growth and
prosperity is urgently needed. Geopolitically, the CPC is confronted with the US
threat emanating from Obama’s rebalance to Asia strategy. This has prompted China
to devise a new foreign policy model to de-center the US. Unsurprisingly thus, the
BRI was envisaged to create a land and a maritime route, both of which
efficaciously kept the US out.

Under Xi Jinping, the BRI has thus, been conceptualized as integral to China’s
periphery policy aimed at meeting two foreign policy goals: One, to usher in
economic prosperity in the vulnerable periphery by reconsolidating the Westward
Development Programme and linking the connectivity projects and export markets of
the neighbouring countries; and two, to spread its geopolitical influence in Eurasia
by de-centering the US. Notably, the AIIB and BRICS Bank have been created not
only to marginalize the US and US controlled financial structures but also to
internationalize the Renminbi. More than that, at present China has taken over the
foreign assets, like Sri Lanka’s Hambantota port on account of the latter’s failure to
repay the Chinese debt.

It can be said that the BRI has been envisaged primarily as a strategy to

overcome China’s vulnerability. But eventually, it turned into a crucial foreign policy



strategy of acquiring great power status. In foreign policy terms, it indicated a step
further from Hu Jintao’s peaceful rise theory that aimed at managing China’s rise.
Under Xi Jinping, foreign policy of China is no more about managing alone, but to
“leverage its own developmental achievements to shape its security environment in a
proactive manner.” It is also aimed at reforming the existing international structures
conducive to its interest, and not replace them. At the same time, it is aimed to
promote an alternative model of international relations, a win-win model to counter
the US zero-sum model.

However, the BRI has inherent contradictions and limitations. The basic
contradiction emanates from the fact that it is essentially a goal of Chinese
nationalism tied to the idea of globalization. Nationalism and globalization are
antithetical to each other. But in China, globalization has been employed to support
nationalist goal. China needs external market to support its internal prosperity.
Internal prosperity in turn, would help mobilise Chinese people’s support for the
party. But the US’ anti-China policies are bound to hurt China’s BRI. Hence, there
is rising jingoism in Chinese foreign policy as exemplified in China’s position on
the South China Sea dispute and the Doklam crisis. The second limitation of the
BRI is its exploitative characteristic, fomenting fears of debt-trap crisis among the
developing countries. It is, thus, not a win-win model as claimed by China. Rather,
it supports China’s foreign and domestic requirements at the cost of developing and

underdeveloped countries. Hence, it is a neo-colonial model.

Comparing the BRI with Tributary System

It is essentially a Chinese imperial model of core-periphery management. The
rationale for the creation of the tributary system was to address the vulnerability
issue, particularly that of the nomadic invasions emanating from the northern and
north-western periphery as well as to rebalance its relationship with the eastern and
southeastern neighbourhood that shared the same civilizational characteristics that of
the imperial China. Thus, the Han model of frontier development was envisaged in
the 2nd century BCE and a ring of compliant states was institutionalized in the
Ming and Qing era. The tributary system allowed the participation of tributary

partners in Chinese trade. This in turn, enabled the Chinese empire to gain



compliance of the neighbouring states. And in turn, it led to the creation of Chinese
hegemony and a China centered East Asian order. Analysts also have argued that in
many ways tributary system was not only a hegemonic hierarchical order, but a
coercive system too as evident in the Zheng He’s voyages. (Geoff Wade has called

it ‘proto- colonialism’).

Evaluating China’s BRI

The roots of BRI lie in China’s imperial history, particularly, in the perennial
issue of vulnerability versus stability dilemma. This dilemma is underscored in the
Confucian notion of security paradigm- Neiluan- Waihuan, which means internal
chaos invites external invasion and external chaos leads to internal instability. If the
Great Wall and the tributary system were defensive measures in imperial times, the
BRI is a defensive security strategy in the present times. In fact, it indicates a
comprehensive security strategy aimed at engendering party security and legitimacy,
internally and achieving a grand strategy, externally. This grand strategy, in turn,
engenders an alternative model of economic and political international order.
Therefore, the BRI is not simply a foreign policy initiative rather, it indicates a
complex link between China’s foreign and domestic policy. In other words, it is a
reminiscent of the ancient tributary system underscored in the core -periphery
management.

Arguably, in the imperial history, China had no foreign policy, but frontier
policy. Through frontier policy, imperial China had sought to manage both external
and internal realms. The BRI is a continuum of China’s core-periphery management
policy. As in the past, this core-periphery management policy has helped to create a
Chinese-centered order, supporting Chinese interests and fulfilling the goal of China
Dream. However, inherent in such an order, are the characteristics of unilateralism
and hegemonism, serving Chinese foreign and domestic security needs. It may be
noted that the BRI is based on Chinese labour, Chinese capital and Chinese
companies, and hence, it is a Chinese Silk Road. Further, the debt trap fears among
the participant countries of the BRI indicates that it is not a cooperative win-win
model. If the tributary system was a hegemonic Chinese model supporting the

civilizational core, the BRI today is a wunilateral globalization model supporting



China’s rise. This unilateralism and hegemonism is creating further security dilemma
as exemplified in the US Indo-Pacific strategy, the QUAD, and the backlashes to

debt trap issues.

Implications of the BRI For India-China Relations

China’s BRI with Nepal and Pakistan are causes of concern for India. In Nepal,
China’s BRI is aimed at not only ending the vulnerability emanating from the
Tibetans residing there but also at marginalizing India. In fact, the BRI in Nepal
essentially means turning the Himalayan state into a client state or a tributary
partner. This, in turn, implies an extension of China’s periphery. In Pakistan, the
BRI is a challenge to India’s sovereignty on Kashmir. Further, China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) reaching up to the Gwadar port is destined to intensify
India-China rivalry in the Indian Ocean. As a result, India has responded to the BRI
in mainly three ways. First, it refused to endorse the BRI. It clearly stated to the
Chinese that BRI is a unilateral strategy and India is opposed to any strategy that is
not multilateral. Second, it iterated firmly that BRI is a threat to India’s sovereignty
and a challenge to the core interest of India in Kashmir, and hence, any challenge
to sovereignty is unacceptable and is non-negotiable. Third, it is inclined to support
the US led counter to the BRI- the Indo-Pacific strategy and the Quad. What can
be deduced thus far is that the BRI has not only vitiated the India-China relations,

but has intensified power competition in the region.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it can be argued that for China, the BRI has negative fallout. The
debt trap controversies and neo-colonialism fears would certainly be creating new
vulnerabilities that would ultimately discredit China’s BRI. In other words, for
China, the BRI has exacerbated the fears of vulnerability, rather than resolving it.
For the participant countries, particularly the developing nations, the BRI is a
reminiscent of neo-colonial system and hence has ominous implications for bilateral
and regional security. For the global politics, it is a destabilizing factor. Since

China, under Xi Jinping has adopted the goal of China Dream, it is vociferously



pursuing (unilateral) globalization, externally and aggressively promoting nationalism,
internally. As such, it has increasingly turned into a surveillance state and a jingoist
power. In such a scenario, the BRI does not augur well both for regional and global

security and for India-China relations.
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Obijective

Contextualize the Chinese Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) in a historical perspective and
understand its implications for India-China

relations.
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Argument

Although BRI is essentially a security strategy
aimed at addressing China’s domestic and
external vulnerabilities, it has evolved into a
foreign policy strategy supporting China’s great
power ambitions that has indelible implications
for Chinese foreign policy, in general, and India-
China relations, in particular.

SCOPE

* Understanding China’s BRI
* Comparing BRI with the Tributary System
¢ Evaluating China’s BRI

* Implications of BRI for India-China relations
» Challenges to India

» India’s Response

* Conclusion
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Methodology

Studying the BRI from a historical prism of the Tributary
System.

Putting the BRI in a historical framework would:

eallow to understand the historical underpinnings that
define the current Chinese foreign policy objectives and
strategy

*help to measure the strategic intent and purpose of the
Chinese leadership’s formulation of the BRI

*help to assess India’s response and understand the
implications of BRI for India-China relations

Understanding China’s BRI

What is BRI

*A China-engineered connectivity project

*Not just an initiative but a grand strategy

*A grand strategy that fulfills domestic and foreign policy objectives
*A new foreign policy based on “March Westward” = a win-win
initiative

*An alternative win-win model to the US hegemonic model

*To achieve China Dream, that is, to regain lost territory & lost
centrality in global politics
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Understanding China’s BRI

Rationale for the BRI

* Rooted in vulnerability

* Economic vulnerability-Threat to Party legitimacy-
due to socio-economic inequality and corruption-
economic prosperity no longer a guarantee for
legitimacy- requiring a new model of economic
growth

* Geo-political vulnerability- due to US rebalancing to
Asia - a new foreign policy model to de-centre US

Understanding China’s BRI

Response-

*Periphery strategy under Xi has acquired a number one foreign policy
strategy- aimed at meeting 2 foreign policy goals

»to usher in economic prosperity in the vulnerable periphery, afflicted with
ethnic unrest-1999 Western Development Programme failed to address
ethnic separatism - reconsolidating the Westward Development Programme
by linking with the connectivity projects and export markets of the
neighbouring countries

> to spread its geopolitical influence in Eurasia and ultimately de-center the
US power from Asia- new financial architecture- AlIB, BRICS Bank-
internationalize the Renminbi

> to fulfill the China Dream
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Understanding China’s BRI

Process-
*Use of Chinese capital & Chinese labour
*Silk Road Fund

*AlIB, BRICS Development Bank, SCO
Development Bank

*Petroyuan- internationalization of Renminbi

*Taking over of foreign assets- Hambantota

Understanding China’s BRI

Outcome/ Nature

*BRI, a product of China’s vulnerability versus stability dilemma

*A step further from ‘peaceful rise’ to leveraging its own

developmental achievements to shape its security environment in

a proactive manner

*Reform the existing international structures not replace them

*Promote an alternative model of international relations- win-win

model opposed to zero sum model

¢ Support Xi Jinping’s China Dream

eInherent contradictions

» Chinese Nationalism wedded with globalization- rising
jingoism

» coercive and exploitative system-debt trap crisis

»> Chinese hegemonic model akin to tributary hegemonic
hierarchical system
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Comparing BRI with the Tributary System

* What is tributary system- core-periphery management
* Rationale-

» address the vulnerability issue- nomadic threat from the northern
and north-western periphery

» deal with the eastern and southeastern neighbourhood in the
post-Tang era- rebalancing of China’s relations with the outer
world

* Response- create a security network through tributary system-

» Internally, address the security threat through periphery
strategy- Han model of frontier development

» Externally, creation of compliant states/ tributary partners

Comparing BRI with the Tributary System

* Process-Trade and Tribute, Ketou and payment of tribute

* Outcome- Allowing participation of tributary partners in
Chinese trade- Gaining compliance- establishing Chinese
hegemony- creating China centered East Asian order

* Nature- A hegemonic, hierarchical, and normative order-
Features of coercion evident in Zheng He’s voyages-
proto- colonialism
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Evaluating China’s BRI

* BRI is rooted in history

* The perennial issue of vulnerability versus stability dilemma
(from historical times to the present)

* Neiluan- Waihuan paradigm- internal chaos invites external
invasion- external chaos leads to internal instability

* Defensive offensive strategy — Great Wall + Tributary system in
history, BRI in the present

* A comprehensive security strategy- economic, political,
societal - engendering party security and legitimacy

Evaluating China’s BRI

* Achieve a grand strategy- based on win-win model

¢ Alternative model of economic and political international

order
¢ Linkage between foreign policy and domestic policy
* manifestation of core -periphery management
 Establish a ring of compliant states- hegemonic order

* Xi Jinping’s China Dream

¢ BRI- a hegemonic unilateral security strategy
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Evaluating China’s BRI

* BRI not a cooperative win-win model
* Neo-colonialism- a Chinese Silk Route
* ‘Unilateral globalization’

¢ Tributary System was hegemonic minus exploitation,
created a ring of compliant states- peaceful periphery
supporting China’s civilizational core

* BRI is hegemonic plus exploitative- creating new
vulnerabilities — US Indo-Pacific strategy, QUAD, backlashes
to debt trap

Implications Of BRI For India-china
Relations

Challenges to India:

*China’s BRI in Nepal- means extension of China’s periphery
— ending vulnerability emanating from the Tibetans- creation
of compliant Nepal- marginalize India

sImpact of CPEC- challenge to India’s sovereignty on
Kashmir

*Fulcrum of India-China rivalry in the Indian Ocean

¢India’s encirclement




Implications Of BRI For India-china
Relations

India’s Response
*Refused to endorse the BRI

*Registered opposition to Chinese hegemonism and

unilateralism
*Tilted towards supporting Quad and Indo-Pacific strategy

* Vitiating India-China relations- intensifying power
competition in the region

Conclusion

* For China - impact of BRI - debt trap and neo-colonialism- discrediting  China’s
economic model- loss of international credibility-BRI exacerbating vulnerability
instead of resolving it

* Vulnerability at the root of both Tributary System and BRI

* The imperial Tributary Relations created a normative order, not an exploitative
system- compliance of the Tributary partners- stable order

* The BRI is exploitative, neo-colonial system- ominous implications for regional and
bilateral security- a destabilizing factor for global order — because of marrying
globalization with nationalism- a surveillance/ police/ authoritarian state integrated
with global economy but ‘unilateral globalization”

« China in South Asia- regional clash

= Enhanced India-China power rivalry
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Rise of ‘Assertive China’, Changing Asia and India’s
Responses

Sandip Kumar Mishra (Jawaharlal Nehru University)
1. Introduction

The transformation of Asia both both positive and negative has arguably been the
most important change in the international politics.

There could be various vantage points to look at the transformation in the
Asia-Pacific.

Rise of economic share of Asia-Pacific in the world

Rise of military capacity of the region in the world

Existence of many conflicts in the regions which may have disruptive effect in
the world. (ripe for rivalry)

Rise of a new power and decline of existing (power transition)

Rise of many middle powers.

In this presentation, the Rise of China is considered central and all other changes
are described along with it.

In response to China’s rise, a new framework to describe Asia-Pacific has got
evolved which renames the region as Indo-Pacific.

The two contending articulations have created a sense of uncertainty in the
region

The presentation argues that the future of course of contests and cooperation in

the region has to be deciphered under these two articulations.

2. Rise of 'Assertive China'

Rise of China in indisputable, though its sustainability and orientation may be
disputed.
China now has moved beyond ‘hide you capacity and build your strength’

dictum of Deng Xiaoping. Under Xi Jinping it has been asking for a G-2 (great



power relationship) with the US.

There are concerns that China rise can not be peaceful and gradually it may
become revisionist.

China appears to seek more space in Asia to shape its economic and security
order.

China is number one trading partner of almost all the Asia-pacific countries,
AIIB, OBOR etc.

In security domain also, it has been more aggressive in South China Sea, East
China Sea. It wants to grow beyond first and second strategic line and wants to

be a player in Indian Ocean.

3. Chinese Maritime Dominance

After the Second World War, the Western Pacific has been dominated
by the US navy. China still has no high sea naval capacity.

However, China wants to gradually challenge the US dominance in the
regional water. Rather than allowing dominance of the US on ‘global
commons’, China wants to make them at least ‘contested zones’ in near
future and dominate them exclusively in long-term.

Contested zones mean- Anti-access, Area-denial tactics

For the same reasons it has its own definition of First and Second

Island Chains.

4. China in South and East China Sea

In the recent years, through its contest with Japan and Southeast Asian
countries, China has made its claim in the regional waters.

In East China Sea, China declared Air Defense Identification Zone
(AIDZ) and has concept of Nine-dotted Line in the South China Sea.
China has declared territorial integrity as its ‘core’ security concerns and
there are clear indication that South China Sea and East China Sea are

also part of its ‘core’ security concern.



o China has also refused to accept Hague verdict regarding South China

Sea claims. It has also been building artificial islands in the SCS.

5. China in Indian Ocean

o In 2005 ‘String of Pearls idea was muted by a US consulting firm,
which said that in the name of building maritime infrastructure in these
countries, China intends to create dual-use facilities which may be later
converted to full naval bases.

o It has been cooperating with Myanmar, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives
Seychelles, Mauritius and Pakistan.

o The Port of Gwadar is very close to Straits of Hormuz from where one
third of the world’s oil supply transits and foothold over Gwadar
would be important counter measure for the ‘Malaccan Dilemma’

o China wants to build a fourth fleet exclusively for Indian Ocean located
at Hainan Island (Right now they have North, East and South Sea Fleet)
because China has just around ten warships plus one attach submarine
which could be used in the IOR.

o So after 2008, China has been providing more resources from its North
Fleet to the South Fleet, which may use it in IOR.

In recent years, China has been trying to counter western idea of ‘string of

pearls with a new metaphor ‘maritime Silk Route’.



Changing Asia

1. US as a Resident Power

There is substantial decline in the US relative economic capacity around
the global financial crisis in 2008. Although the US still remains the
biggest economy of the world, China has been catching up fast.

The US military capacity is still preponderant.

China has become attractive economic partner for many of he
Asia-Pacific country, the US is concerned about its long presence in
the region.

The US is still not ready to give up its place. The US policy of ‘pivot
to Asia’ may be less than it was promised but the US intent is quite
obvious.

Donald Trump has also been talking about ‘making America great
again’. He may compromise to China on few issues with some strategic
purposes in mind, his administration overall is not willing to concede

any future ground to China.

2. China-Japan Contests

Rise of China and aggressive Japan under Shinzo Abe are also
connected.

East China Sea dispute- Connections between Senkaku/Diaoyu islands
disputes and China’s ADIZ in the ECS.

Japan’s approach has been also related to its quest to become ‘normal
state’ and ultra-nationalism.

Japan’s economic stagnation has also led to its security assertiveness.
Japan has also got obvious consent from the US which does not find

capable to alone counter China’s assertiveness.
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3. Turmoil on the Korean Peninsula

North Korean nuclear and missile programs are also imminent security
threat for the region.

In last few months there have been attempts by both South Korea and
the US to deal with it, but still it’s not easy to future North Korea’s
behavior.

A rising China would not like to be fence-sitter.

US-China relations are going to impact their approaches towards the

Korean Peninsula.

4. Division in ASEAN

ASEAN in its 50 years of existence was never so much divided

The euphemism of ‘ASEAN Way’ has significantly disappeared.

The US-China rivalry and China’s relations with countries of ASEAN
have created a less predictable direction and orientation of ASEAN as
unit.

ASEAN, ASEAN+3, East Asian Summit and other institutions appears to

be rudderless and empty.

5. Articulation of Indo-Pacific

The idea of Indo-Pacific is quite old as a geographic region.

In the medieval time, India also has interactions with many of the
Southeast Asian countries

Howerver, its current version is basically a strategic construct.

Japan and Australia are the two most important proponents of the
Indo-Pacific.

The US has recently also started using the term officially. In 2016,



Donald Trump used the term repeatedly to explain his vision of the
region.

Basically, Indo-Pacific is at the time a framework to contest China in
the regional political and economic order by threatening it to be
included.

Actually it seems that when the US alone is not able to counter China
in the region, it has been trying to create a network of countries to do

SO.

Responses of India

1. India’s Dilemma

India is poised to play an important role in the changing equations of
the international politics but there is still a substantial gap between the
desire and capacity of the Indian foreign policy.

India would like to counterbalance China by being part of the strategic
construct of Indo-Pacific, however it has been reluctant to be part of
any network which is targeted against China.

India internally has got influenced by the trend of international politics
and have an assertive leader in Narendra Modi. But it has long tradition
of non-alignment and peace maker.

India’s growing economic and political clout is recognized earlier also
but the new leadership in India seeks more space in shaping up of
Asia-Pacific.

India on the one hand wants to work with the US through an informal
alliance to stop China’s rise and assertiveness.

However, still its age-old approach (idealism, middle path and
non-alliance) makes it uncomfortable with the enumerated two futures of

the Asia-Pacific.



2. A ‘Third Way’' through the Indo-Pacific

However, these two articulations for the Asia-Pacific are based on
narrow and myopic vision.

Whereas it’s right to be concerned about an assertive China, creating a
network of selected countries to counterbalance is equally problematic.
‘Rise of China’ and ‘Indo-Pacific’ meme are not imaginative and
constructive to build a better future for the region.

Given the devastating capacity of weapons (which makes any full scale
war between two big countries unimaginable) and complex exchange and
interdependence of states of international politics, it is outdated to think
in the old idiom of balance of power.

Thus, a ‘third way' must be created and it’s very much possible under
the same articulation of Indo-Pacific.

As mentioned by many official speeches including the speech of the
Indian PM Narendra Modi, the Indo-Pacific must be an open forum. It
may also include China, if it’s ready to modify its domineering attitude

and behavior.

3. India and the ‘Third Way’

India also has historical desire to be leader of the ‘third way’.

The reasons for India being attracted to the ‘third was’ is both
ideational and pragmatic.

Ideationally- Middle path of Buddhism, Non-alignment, Security provider etc.
Pragmatically- India in the game of power politics would always be
‘second fiddle’. If it provides new and constructive ideas, norms, values,
institutions and concerns to the Asia-Pacific region, it may provide a

leadership role to India.
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Introduction

* The transformation of Asia both both positive and negative has arguably been the
most important change in the international politics.

¢ There could be various vantage points to look at the transformation in the Asia-
Pacific.

e Rise of economic share of Asia-Pacific in the world
e Rise of military capacity of the region in the world

e Existence of many conflicts in the regions which may have disruptive effect in the
world. (ripe for rivalry)

¢ Rise of a new power and decline of existing (power transition)
e Rise of many middle powers.
e soon:

¢ In this presentation, the Rise of China is considered central and all other changes are
described along with it.

¢ Inresponse to China’s rise, a new framework to describe Asia-Pacific has got evolved
which renames the region as Indo-Pacific.

e The two contending articulations have created a sense of uncertainty in the region

¢ The presentation argues that the future of course of contests and cooperation in the
region has to be deciphered under these two articulations.




Rise of 'Assertive China'

Rise of China in indisputable, though its sustainability and orientation may be
disputed.

China now has moved beyond ‘hide you capacity and build your strength’ dictum of
Deng Xiaoping. Under Xi Jinping it has been asking for a G-2 (great power relationship)
with the US.

There are concerns that China rise can not be peaceful and gradually it may become
revisionist.

China appears to seek more space in Asia to shape its economic and security order.

China is number one trading partner of almost all the Asia-pacific countries, AIIB,
OBOR etc.

In security domain also, it has been more aggressive in South China Sea, East China Sea.
It wants to grow beyond first and second strategic line and wants to be a player in
Indian Ocean.

Chinese Maritime Dominance

» After the Second World War, the Western Pacific has been dominated
by the US navy. China still has no high sea naval capacity.

* However, China wants to gradually challenge the US dominance in the
regional water. Rather than allowing dominance of the US on ‘global
commons’, China wants to make them at least ‘contested zones’ in
near future and dominate them exclusively in long-term.

» Contested zones mean- Anti-access, Area-denial tactics

* For the same reasons it has its own definition of First and Second
Island Chains.
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China in South and East China Sea

¢ In the recent years, through its contest with Japan and
Southeast Asian countries, China has made its claim in the
regional waters.

¢ In East China Sea, China declared Air Defense Identification
Zone (AIDZ) and has concept of Nine-dotted Line in the
South China Sea.

* China has declared territorial integrity as its ‘core’ security
concerns and there are clear indication that South China Sea
and East China Sea are also part of its ‘core’ security concern.

* China has also refused to accept Hague verdict regarding
South China Sea claims. It has also been building artificial
islands in the SCS.
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China in South China Sea
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China in Indian Ocean

e In 2005 ‘String of Pearls idea was muted by a US consulting firm,
which said that in the name of building maritime infrastructure in
these countries, China intends to create dual-use facilities which may
be later converted to full naval bases.

e It has been cooperating with Myanmar, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Maldives Seychelles, Mauritius and Pakistan.

e The Port of Gwadar is very close to Straits of Hormuz from where
one third of the world’s oil supply transits and foothold over Gwadar
would be important counter measure for the ‘Malaccan Dilemma’

¢ China wants to build a fourth fleet exclusively for Indian Ocean
located at) Hainan Island (Right now they have North, East and South

Sea Fleet) because China has just around ten warships plus one attach
submarine which could be used in the IOR.

e So after 2008, China has been providing more resources from its
North Fleet to the South Fleet, which may use it in IOR.

* In recent years, China has been trﬁmg to counter western idea of
string of pearls with a new metaphor ‘maritime Silk Route’.
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China’s Maritime Fleets

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
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Changing Asia

US as a Resident Power

e There is substantial decline in the US relative economic capacity around the global
financial crisis in 2008. Although the US still remains the biggest economy of the
world, China has been catching up fast.

e The US military capacity is still preponderant.

¢ China has become attractive economic partner for many of he Asia-Pacific country,
the US is concerned about its long presence in the region.

o The US is still not ready to give up its place. The US policy of ‘pivot to Asia’ may be
less than it was promised but the US intent is quite obvious.

¢ Donald Trump has also been talking about ‘making America great again’. He may
compromise to China on few issues with some strategic purposes in mind, his
administration overall is not willing to concede any future ground to China.




China-Japan Contests

Rise of China and aggressive Japan under Shinzo Abe are also
connected.

East China Sea dispute- Connections between Senkaku/Diaoyu islands
disputes and China’s ADIZ in the ECS.

Japan’s approach has been also related to its quest to become ‘normal
state’ and ultra-nationalism.

Japan’s economic stagnation has also led to its security assertiveness.
Japan has also got obvious consent from the US which does not find
capable to alone counter China’s assertiveness.

Turmoil on the Korean Peninsula
North Korean nuclear and missile programs are also
imminent security threat for the region.

In last few months there have been attempts by both
South Korea and the US to deal with it, but still it’s not
easy to future North Korea’s behavior.

A rising China would not like to be fence-sitter.

US-China relations are going to impact their
approaches towards the Korean Peninsula.




Division in ASEAN

ASEAN in its 50 years of existence was never so much
divided

The euphemism of ‘ASEAN Way’ has significantly
disappeared.

» The US-China rivalry and China’s relations with
countries of ASEAN have created a less predictable
direction and orientation of ASEAN as unit.

ASEAN, ASEAN+3, East Asian Summit and other
institutions appears to be rudderless and empty.

Articulation of Indo-Pacific

The idea of Indo-Pacific is quite old as a geographic region.

In the medieval time, India also has interactions with many of the Southeast Asian
countries

Howerver, its current version is basically a strategic construct.
Japan and Australia are the two most important proponents of the Indo-Pacific.

The US has recently also started using the term officially. In 2016, Donald Trump
used the term repeatedly to explain his vision of the region.

» Basically, Indo-Pacific is at the time a framework to contest China in the regional
political and economic order by threatening it to be included.

Actually it seems that when the US alone is not able to counter China in the region, it
has been trying to create a network of countries to do so.




Responses of India

India’s Dilemma

¢ Indiais Eoised to play an important role in the changing equations of the international
olitics but there 1s still a substantial gap between the desire and capacity of the Indian
oreign policy.

¢ India would like to counterbalance China by bein§ part of the strategic construct of Indo-
Pacific, however it has been reluctant to be part of any network which is targeted against
China.

¢ India internally has got influenced by the trend of international politics and have an
assertive leader in Narendra Modi. But it has long tradition of non-alignment and peace
maker.

¢ India’s growing economic and political clout is recognized earlier also but the new
leadership in India seeks more space in shaping up of Asia-Pacific.

¢ India on the one hand wants to work with the US through an informal alliance to stop
China’s rise and assertiveness.

* However, still its age-old approach (idealism, middle path and non-alliance) makes it
uncomfortable with the enumerated two futures of the Asia-Pacific.




A ‘Third Way’ through the Indo-Pacific

However, these two articulations for the Asia-Pacific are based on narrow and myopic
vision.

Whereas it’s right to be concerned about an assertive China, creating a network of
selected countries to counterbalance is equally problematic. ‘Rise of China’ and ‘Indo-
Pacific’ meme are not imaginative and constructive to build a better future for the
region.

Given the devastating capacity of weapons (which makes any full scale war between
two big countries unimaginable) and complex exchange and interdependence of
states of international politics, it is outdated to think in the old idiom of balance of
power.

Thus, a ‘third way' must be created and it’s very much possible under the same
articulation of Indo-Pacific.

As mentioned by many official speeches including the speech of the Indian PM
Narendra Modji, the Indo-Pacific must be an open forum. It may also include China, if
it’s ready to modify its domineering attitude and behavior.

India and the ‘Third Way’

» India also has historical desire to be leader of the ‘third
way.

» The reasons for India being attracted to the ‘third was’
is both ideational and pragmatic.

Ideationally- Middle path of Buddhism, Non-
alignment, Security provider etc.

Pragmatically- India in the game of power politics
would always be ‘second fiddle’. If it provides new and
constructive ideas, norms, values, institutions and
concerns to the Asia-Pacific region, it may provide a
leadership role to India.
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<{Abstract)

Vietnam’s “Hedging Strategy” in East Asia’s Power Shift

JUNG, Hye (Young, Konkuk Univ.)

Changes in China's international status, the Indochina Peninsula has placed the
under a change of international order. In the rise of China, International relation
order of Vietnam and the surrounding region is progressing quietly and rapidly.

Vietnam has actively promoted the economic development policy of reform and
openness through diversification of foreign relations from the relationship of China
and the Soviet Union which had been the highest priority relation in the past. As a
result of forming intimate economic relations with various countries, the relationship
with the United States and Japan has been greatly strengthened. But on the other
hand, internal conflicts with China have been relatively intensified. But the power of
the United States and Japan has had a considerable influence on Vietnam's
international security and economic development.

Meanwhile, China's the Belt and Road Initiative, which has been strengthened
under the Xi JinPing regime, it calls for economic cooperation externally with
China’s neighboring countries along the proposed Belt and Road routes but it’s
being developed internally with a strategic foreign policy. BRI is aiming for
economic  diplomacy, called “greater infra-structural connectivity, economic
integration, policy coordination, project cooperation, efficiency of policy realization,
and benefit sharing” by China’s government of foreign policy. But in the end, this
is to form a new foreign relations order which is centered on China, whatever the
intentions of China. For example, With China’s effort to expand trade with the
Southeast Asian countries, trade relations have steadily increased since 2000 and
have tripled from 3.8% to 12.6% in 2015. In particular, Underdeveloped countries as
Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia, the exports against China have increased rapidly.
This increase in exports has been faster than the six ASEAN countries Malaysia,

Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines and Vietnam.



As a big picture of the Belt and Road Initiative has been going on under the
global power shift in which the global strategy of the United States to guard against
the rise of China. However, China's Asian neighbors want to continue economic
cooperation with China. But they do not want to be subordinated to the surrounding
order that China defines. These problems are geo-political and geo-economic troubles
of interconnected to Asia.

The geo-political and geo-economic troubles of Vietnam are also the same case.
Vietnam is actively engaged in economic exchanges with China, but Vietnam is at
the center of the dispute in the South China Sea, which is claimed to be a key
benefit of China. Vietnam must deal with the strategic issues of security for
territorial protection. This is the reason, Vietnam should be more strategic in
international relations that must rely on diplomacy rather than military force. In the
fundamental problem, Vietnam will be struggling with strategic problems in setting
up relations with China.

This article is based on the change of international order around Vietnam, in
which analyzed hedging strategy of Vietnam against China in terms of realism
associated with the theory of balance of power. Although economic exchanges and
cooperation in the border region with China is under way in cooperation with the
two leaders of both countries, but the development of border economic cooperation
between Vietnam and China was delayed due to bilateral relations and the
international politics of the US-China relations on South China Sea.

Since 1984, the foreign policy of Vietnam was the openness of the economy and
the diversification of international relations, centered on economic development. It is
based on an independent foreign policy and the national interest. In 1979, while
Vietnam occupied Cambodia for national security and regional supremacy, it has
brought the border war with China that has bring the country economic crisis and
the unstable domestic situation. Due to the experience gained from a conflict with
China, Vietnam's foreign policy has become more likely to be centered on economic
development and stabilization of domestic affairs. As a result of actively promoting
friendly relations with different ideology countries, Japan become a Vietnam's largest
economic support country, the United States became Vietnam's largest exporting

partner. Furthermore, the two countries have expanded to the status of cooperation in



national security.

Vietnam, which has stood in the hegemony conflict between the two big
countries, there is no choice but to take a 'hedging strategy' that must win economic
benefits. In order to promote the peaceful development of the national economy,
Vietnam has taken a risk-taking strategy that minimizes the emergence of conflicts
in the South China Sea, actively accepted expanding of economic influence from
China. In other words, maintaining a close relationship with China is a way to
avoid military conflicts in the South China Sea, which is effective hedging. Also,
due to the necessity of an indirect balance of the South China Sea, Vietnam will
require sustained military cooperation with the United States, Japan, India and
Russia. In terms of economic pragmatism, Vietnam will aggressively participate in
communication with China and will participate in institutionalization of relations to
embrace limited economic gains from China. Compared with Laos and Cambodia,
which are the two countries taking a bandwagoning strategies against China, Vietnam
can lag behind securing economic benefits from china. But economic bandwagoning

strategy of Vietnam to Japan and the United States will still be more effective.

Key Words: Vietnam Diplomacy, International Politics, Hedging strategy,
China's the Belt and Road Initiative(BRI), South China Sea Conflict,
China-Vietnam Border Economic Cooperation (FNEF— &)
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I . Background /Regional international political order

(1) Changing in China's position in East Asia
> Regional balance of power transition

(2) Geo-political location of Vietnam:
1= South China Sea, US-China hegemony conflict

(3) International politics of Vietnam:
= Ho Chi Minh Spirit — Pragmatic diplomacy

History of Vietnam is a victory NS eat power,
but it brings an isolated economy and re-turned into flexible diplomacy.
i ation of internatio relations :

ser to America and Japan— deepened internal conflicts with China

1al morale, diplomatic quality
lustry, military expenditure, population)

Leading and active diplomatic stance
. Influence on process and outcome of US-China hegemonic competition

“—iF—B%” BRI : The second foreign opening strategy

the Silk Road

Economic Belt i
Increase in trade
Internationalization

Infrastructure of domestic industry
Construction

Export

Industrial RMB Isn(::l‘lll:lllxlllg
restructuring

internationalization jransport

Commercial trade
cultural exchange
i Chinese
Chinese-style - ;
Marshall Plan Community rebalancing
strategy




| II. China's BRI of Paradigm shift and
Neighboring countries in order

(1) China's Southeast Asian Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

- Laos high-speed railway, Cambodia hydroelectric power plant, Indonesia's
first high-speed railway

- Jakarta and Bandung: Market and Manufacturing Hub, natural resource
development investment

- Prevention about the Southeast Asian economies leading to Japan and India

(2) South China Sea and the Maritime Silk Road Investment

- Maritime dispute strategy through cooperation with ¢ al countries using
leverage BRI

- China's marine infrastructure construction, nine - h li

- Securing an important channel between the South China Sea and
the Malacca Straits

*hilippines: port construction project
Kuantan Port-M ¢

China's Southeast Asian aid China's construction orders in
(2000-2012) (unit:%) Southeast Asia

(unit:%) Data:CEIC
Aid Data: contract-estimated data

Thailand
Philippines Lao PDR 14%
24% 15%

Vietnam
16% Singapore
| 16%
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Strategic Value of Southeast Asia:
Recognition of the US, Japan, & China

= Japan's global strategy:
- Meiji Restoration, - spontaneous modernization,
- Asian Invasion History — Abe's Constitutional revision
to abolish Peace Constitution
“The arc (3)of freedom and prosperity”
» "Indo-Pacific" line » "ASEAN-South Pacific"

= US Global Strategy:
“pivoting to Asia” policy and Regression Rebalancing
» 1992, Atlantic-Silk Road Strategy — New Silk Road Strategy
» 2016 “pivoting to Asia” policy :
India - ASEAN-Pacific Rim - The American West

® China's global strategy : Ideological Background :
» in the past, China's“emperor” is the only 'heavenly son’
» The center of Chinese order is China, % ¥
P “—#—P&" — The Rise of the Great China, KBz

% Vietnam's global strategy

History of foreign invasions :
The years of patience of suffering for Independence

mandala ( $277x 48, 0t 2 2})




IIl. Structural conflict and cooperation
factors between Vietnam and China

» A thousand years of Chinese rule & Vietnamese protest

; China and Vietnam have had oppositional relations during
the 18th and 19th centuries,
— In 1970, the relationship between China and Vietnam
was actively improved.

» Vietnam's diplomatic relations :
* top priority nation : China,
* second priority nation : United States

{ Vietnam and China ‘s conflict
. three territorial disputes

© The land boundary & special economic zones (SEZ)

» Dec. 30, 1999 Signed land border agreement,

Completed the installation of 1971 signs from the west in 2001 to 2008.

» 4 Special Economic Zones, 4 Border Gate, Open Market,
Discussing management cooperation with China
:a number of other small ETZs

= Operational Agreement issue of SEZ in the Border Area




<RangSon Immigration Gate of China> <RangSon Immigration Gate of Vietnam >

<Border mark Established by Vietnam > <Border mark Established by China >




@ Gulf of Tonkin

» China — Vietnam concluded a treaties on the Tonkin Gulf
demarcation and fishery cooperation

- December 25, 2000, from Vietnam-China land border to Tongking Bay
entrance, a single boundary and fishery agreement was defined (entry
into force in June 2004)

- Co-fishing agreement for 600km square in 2009

(15 years + extended 3 years)

I

(because of oil drilling of China in
— next year, occurred a Anti-China protests in Vietnam )

® Dispute of South China Sea

o China-Vietnam : territorial and jurisdictional dispute

P Paracel Islands (a7 &LE , Hoang Sa): China is 100% occupied,
The two countries (China-Vietnam) claim ownership of each other.
The possibility of armed conflict be existed.

- Vietnam operates ‘Hoang Sa memorial museum’ in Da Nang.
% Danang — Paracel: 200 nautical miles )

» Spratly Islands (F§¥ &, Trudng Sa): The 6 countries claim
ownership of each other » Dispute of sovereignty and maritime
boundary

( Vietnam 21, China 7, Malaysia 8, Brunei, Taiwan 1, Philippines 7)




Territory claim of each country on the South China Sea

SENKAXU/DIAOYY
ISLANDS

ISLANDS -7

MYANMAR

THAILAND

CAMBODIA

VIETNAM Nation Claiming Area

;
/

MALAYSIA

Spratly (ﬁ{@‘ﬁ% Truong Sa) Photo of the Vietnamese jurisdiction area




{ Vietnam and China cooperate factors: Border Economic Cooperation

k.

& R g \
» 2015.11.5. Chinese President Xi Jinping visit to Vietnam, talks with
Nguyen Phu Trong, General Secretary

: Development of bilateral relations, discussion of South China Sea issue

discuss the issue of South China Sea

: discussing economic cooperation between the two countries
(BRI & of Two Corridors, One belt FEF—E)

: talks to the Joint efforts for the South China Sea peace

» 2017. 11. 13. Signed a MOU with the two leaders of China and Vietnam ,

*

Vietnam's view of ‘BRI (—# —&)'

» China's BRI is an important partnership for the future development
of Vietnam facing the border

» Practical cooperation in difficulty because of the South China Sea
issue

- Vietnam seeks to separate China's cooperation and the South China Sea
conflict : 2 Track strategy

» BRI, 3 cooperation between China and Vietnam

@ Basic infrastructure cooperation.

@ ‘LaoCai - Hanoi' Cooperation on railway construction.
(On the Vietnamese side first proposed: repair work of
the aging railroad that built in the French colonial period)

® Management of 4 regional special economic zone (ETZ)

Negotiations are under way due to disagreement between
the two sides.




Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) & Two Corridors, One Belt

VITRITINH LAO CAI TRONG HANM LANG
VA VANH DAL KINM TE

LIPS BAC O

» Signed a ‘One Corridors, One Belt’ of Memorandum of
Understanding out of ‘'Two Corridors, One belt (77 EF—F&])
when Xi Jinping visited in Hanoi on Nov, 2017.

IV. Vietnam’'s Hedging

1. economic response: limited bandwagoning ,
Binding Engagement » soft hedging
; Engagement and adaptation during China's
development and its results
2. diplomatic  military response: dominance denial,
indirect balance, risk-taking strategy » hard hedging
; power shifts in the distribution of among great powers on
South China sea

Phung Quang Thanh, the Secretary of Defense says on Oct. 2015...

"Vietnam can maintain independence and security by maintaining a balanced
and good relationship with the United States and China." "We will have an
intimate and friendly relationship with both the United States and China.

= Background of hedging : @ Indochina Peninsula International dynamics
@ Increasing influence of China in South China Sea

® BRI / GMS competition structure




- | Hedging strategy strength
Meaning of strategy

by Country
bandwagoning Reliance on power of China Cambodia
© Limited Optional reliance or Laos
bandwagoning 2 ¢ :
(R M) cooperation with China Malaysin
}? odf;ing e Ei"dj“g Bilateral or multilateral Singapore
(=] ngagement 3 5 g c
(i) o) Relationship with China Thailand
1 @Economic Maximize profit through Korea
. pragmatism direct economic Australia
Neutrality (BHA 28%5°]) | cooperation with China
| Indonesia
) Using regional political
L] Dom:ance equilibrium ,Taking the Myanmar
deni e
Hard (RlH1712) ?}?‘St submissive stance on Ehlioomes
hedging s
Maintain security through Vi
@ Indirect military alliance or military letnam
balancing buildup against China India
(71E2d) (without explicitly aimed at
China) Japan
Balancing Reject the power of China USA

Hedging of Vietnam

Bandwagoning (5 Reliance on power of China

© limited Cooperation with China's border
bandwagoning infrastructure business
Maintain political partnership and
(RIEHA =2 respect China's interests
5 Participate actively in China-led
@ binding regional cooperation
engagement i X Expansion of Vietnam's remarks on
Profit-taking Icr}ilnese p(élli]qy < ool
o - Influence China's policies or
(F&5 A Cphons institutionalize relations
- Join the BRI cooperation with China
© economic = Opeljatlion of border free economic
: special zone
pragmatism - Deepening investment and trade
relations
(BA1H 2839)) - Maximize economic benefits of both
countries
O dominance - Start and stop oil drilling operations in
Heronl South China Sea
- South China Sea dispute management
. . through the ASEAN Alliance
(R]ufA ) risk-taking - Avoiding unprofitable territorial disputes
@® indirect options - Security for South China Sea 'US-Japan-
balancing India® Military maritime cooperation
- Cooperate with ASEAN Nations's action
R23) against China's threats

Balancing (¢ 3) To offset China's influence / that is to deny Chinese power




Classification of Hedging Strategy of Vietnam against
China by Kei Koga's hedging theory

Diplomatic
Balancing

(2l nP5=)

Economic Military Balancing
s (AR
(BrHBEH)

Economic * conventional

Bandwagoning hedging * soft hedging
(AR AREE A R ofel 8%

economic ’ -
Military hedging security hedging

Bandwagoning . ZA}R oby &
(@A B2R) el P Ee

. . Diplomatic s o
Diplomatic hedging * pohtlco—_mnhtary
Bandwagoning (Hard hedging) hedging
(zHS7) g3t eR ZARIA AL
=9] 1.5 %)

Data: Kei Ko 2017) Re-quoted , author reorganization

(* hedging of Vietnam)

{ Conclusion
Vietnam's Hedging

Vietnam recognize and accept the hegemony of China,
which is expanding in Asia,

But utilizing US hegemony according to the situation.
through the hedging strategy, compete for or the lead

the neighboring county.

Vietnam's diplomacy is a tightrope walking based on strategic
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